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JACKSONVILLE CITY COUNCIL

TRUE COMMISSION

LEGISLATIVE TRACKING COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
August 23, 2016
12:00 p.m.

City Council Conference Room B
Suite 425, City Hall

117 W. Duval Street

Attendance: Committee Member Greg Radlinski (Chair), Danny Ferreira, John Pittman
Also: Jeff Clements - City Council Research; Johnny Gaffney – Mayor’s Office
See attached sign-in sheet for additional attendees.

The meeting was called to order at 12:00 p.m. by Chairman Radlinski and the group reviewed the following bills:
2016-486 (Appropriating $932,032 from Office of Economic Development Access to Capital Program for loan management by Accion East, Inc.): Kirk Wendland, Director of the Office of Economic Development, explained the Access to Capital program’s history beginning with its creation in 2005 and subsequent management by the Jacksonville Economic Development Corporation, which became Essential Capital. That company made 71 loans totaling $2.8 million before turning the program back over to the City in 2013. The Office of Economic Development recently issued an RFP for a new program manager and Accion East was the only responder. The company is well known nationally for its work in economic development, particularly its micro lending programs. The proposed contract would pay Accion $3,500 per closed loan to a JSEB. Accion would use its own capital to make loans of $50,000 or less, while City funds would be used for loans over $50,000. Accion also writes down the interest rates on loans (which tend to be high on these types of loans to small borrowers) by 6% under the current market rate. The company would also be paid an $1,800 closing fee for loans made to non-JSEB small borrowers using Accion’s assets. The committee did not make any recommendation or comment on the bill.
2016-469 (appropriating $120484.64 in grant funds and local match for respite care for elders): Jeff Clements explained the respite care program and the $17,500 City match to a $103,000 grant from the Northeast Florida Area Agency on Aging.

Motion (Ferreira): the committee recommends that the TRUE Commission support passage of the ordinance – approved 2-1

2016-487 (appropriating $125,000 from the Tree Protection Trust Fund to plant a tree at every Duval County Public School): while agreeing that the Trust Fund should be put to work planting trees and not accumulating without use, committee members questioned the price per tree being planted and opposed spending the Tree Protection Trust Funds on school properties. 
Motion (Ferreira): the committee recommends that the TRUE Commission express its opposition to this appropriation and recommend against passage of the bill – approved 3-0.
2016-504 (FY16-17 City budget): Jeff Clements explained several of the waivers of various Ordinance Code sections in the budget ordinance, including the waiver of the requirement to fund the Jacksonville Children’s Commission in an amount equal to half a mill of ad valorem tax, the waiver of the prohibition against buying vehicles with borrowed funds, the provision requiring the JSEB/MBE program to be funded at $500,000 per year (excluding staff costs), and the provision prohibiting budgeting grant funds in advance of signing the grant receipt agreement. The committee had no recommendations. 
2016-522 (appropriating $422,441 from a lapsed economic development incentive to a Commercial Area Redevelopment Grant and a business Façade Improvement Grant): after hearing an explanation the committee had no recommendations.
2016-543 (appropriating a $100,000 grant from the Jacksonville Jaguars Foundation to the Baymeadows/ 9A regional park): after hearing an explanation the committee had no recommendation.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:59 p.m.

Jeff Clements, Chief

Council Research Division
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